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WOLVERHAMPTON, Va. (WVVA) – The Mary Washington Panthers came into the weekend with
no expectation of an upset over nationally ranked Virginia Tech, but that changed on Saturday

afternoon as Mary Washington posted their first win over a ranked opponent and ultimately
won the series. “Virginia Tech is a great program, but that’s the closest a Mary Washington

has come to beating them,” head coach Rich Brauer said. “There were ups and downs
throughout the game, but I’m so proud of the way our team handled themselves and the
great attitude they had throughout the whole four games. There is a lot of negativity in
Richmond, but for the most part, we came together and pulled together throughout the
series.” The final score of 3-2, (17-13, 19-15, 15-12, 15-5) isn’t indicative of the way the

second half of the game was played. Mary Washington had a 10-6 lead in the third set, but
Tech came out with an aggressive counter-attack to tie the game. Mary Washington

responded by hitting forehand shots to an open backhand and forcing a Tech forehand return.
That set up the match point and Tech hit a forehand that trapped Mary Washington’s player

and set up the next play. “It’s great that we won, but I’m not surprised that Tech pulled
something like that from them,” Brauer said. “No team likes to have to come to a tie game
late in the third set and I’m proud of our team for not breaking under that pressure. The win

wasn’t expected,
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